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Dear Members:

Hope you are enjoying this holiday season.

Dues

First of all, we thank you those of you who have sent your dues.  For those still debating about sending your dues, we would like to remind you that your dues are fully tax deductible and we can put them to good use.  So, be generous, and put that check in the mail

Last billing period was exceptional.  A large number of our members were kind enough to send their dues.  We need the monies for the day to day expenses of the temple, as well as building a fund for the eventual purchase a new temple temple.  We are also enclosing bills with this letter.  Our pundit is learning the computer system and accounts.  In the event your check has not been credited, please drop a note to the Pundit and we will eventually get it right.  Any help we can get from our children to volunteer and help the Pundit would also be greatly appreciated.  Also if you know of someone who is not getting the newsletter or bills, please let the pundit know.   E-mail has been a very effective way of communicating.  Please e-mail your address to Balram at Kakkarb@aol.com

New Property

You all may have heard that we have been looking for a larger property in Long Island.  After much deliberation, the Board of Directors has decided that it is not feasible to spend over a million dollars in upgrading  our current premises in Flushing and that at some point it is more cost effective to look on the Island.  We are negotiating to buy a property in Hicksville, N.Y.  The asking price is about $859,000.  It is over one acre and the building is about 6000 square feet and can easily accommodate 700 to 800 people inside over two thousand for an outside function.  It also has ample parking.  Please feel free to give us your thoughts.

Functions at the Temple

Once again please remember that Asamai Mandir has all type of services for our community.   Pandit Sharma is available for religious services for the needs of the community both at the Mandir or at your place of business or home.

We always need your support and help in updating the current mailing list. Please call Pandit Sharma for the update on your address, phone or any change. We also have an outstanding address directory of Afghan Hindus in the Western Hemisphere, which is created by Suraj P.Tschand and is very useful, please visit the site and update your name, address or that of any of your relative, or  friend at :  Aha.skyweb.net .

The Hindi classes are still continuing and the new semester starts in January.  Please feel free to contact Pinki Kakkar regarding enrollment.  We are also starting music classes at the temple.  Rita Kohli, who has taught dance and various instruments at Hindu Center will be teaching.  Please contact pundit Sharma or Pinki Kakkar.  These lessons will also be held on Sundays and are free of charge.

Finances:

Following are the balances in our accounts as of the mid December:

Regular checking account:
$    7,000

Chase CD                               $  15,770   

Property account:

$   23,000

Merrill lynch. MM:               $  20,000

Diwali & New Year’s Function:
Both the Diwali  and New Years functions held at the Mandir were very successful.  Our kids sang “Om Jai Jagdish” that they learnt at the Hindi School.   Daulat and Chanda Gurdita’s son sang a wonderful hymn and performed on his piano for every one

Achievers:

We are proud of our community's children who are growing in a very positive environment. The credit of course goes to the parents.  We congratulate the following and we are proud of your achievements:

Tina Sani, daughter of Girdhari Sani 

She has achieved the following scholarships, awards and honors: New york university Scholarship for Academic Excellence, Scholarship from the Network of Indian Professionals, ,Target All-around Scholarship.  Tina was part of "The Public Advocates for the Future" group.   She has written for the New Jersey Post Eagle.  She has also been accepted to the following colleges on scholarship: The Cooper Union , Williams College and NYU.

Manish Dhamija, son of Jagan Nath Dhamija:  
Manish graduated with 4.00 average from Hofstra University.  He was the president of the Honor Society.  He is currently enrolled on a full scholarship at Hofstra University School of Law.

Law School. 

Shawn Kapoor, son of Daulat Kapoor:

Shawn  Kapoor  graduated from University of Maryland and started Medical School at University of  West Virginia.

Roshan Shikarpuri:
We congratulate Shawn Shikarpuri on his appointment  to " member of the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council" by Jeb Bush(brother of Presedent George Bush) and Katherine Harris, Secretary of State of Florida.

He has been appointed for a very important post in the State of Florida, we wish him the best of luck for his future commitments.

Anil Khanna, son of Manori Khanna:

Anil Khanna, will be starting law school at St. Johns University in January, after completing college, while working full time.

Condolences:

To Mrs. & Mr. Narinder Muthreja , Anand Muthreja, Subhash Khanna and Madan Sachdeva and their families on passing away of Mrs. Kunti Muthreja's mother. 

To  Mrs. & Mr. Jethanand Chabra, Mrs.& Mr.Ramesh Sachdeva Bal Chabra and Sham Marochs and their families on passing away of Shamlal Virmani in Germany.

To Mrs. & Mr. Rakesh Anand (Goodluck) on passing away of his brother Kewal Prakash Anand in New York.

Congratulations:

To Mrs. & Mr. Surinder Bhasin on their new born Grandson.

To Mrs. Laja Bajaj ,Terath Bajaj and the Bajaj family on the wedding of Raj Bajaj.

To Mrs. Daya Lund, Mrs. & Mr. Sunder Lund and the Lund family on their new born twin doughters.
Events:

Lohadi will be celebrated in the Asamai Mandir on Saturday evening Jan 13, 2001.

Basant Penchami will be celebrated and a hawan will be conducted on Jan 29th, 2001. For more details call Radhu Bathija or Pandit Sharma.

Mahashivratri pooja will be held in the Asamai Mandir on Feb 21, 2000, evening will continue till the next morning. All four poojas will be performed

Holi will be celebrated on March 10th, 2001. For details and timing call Pinki Kakkar.

Navratra is starting March 26, 2000, Mandir will be open for pooja every day.  The Durga Saptami havan will be held in Asamai Mandir. For further details call Radhu Bathija and Kishori Mehra. 
Email or Fax:

If you wish to receive this newsletter via email, please email your address and phone number  to  KakkarB@aol.com /Gbathija@aol.com.   If you would like us to announce any event in the newsletter or emails, please contact Radhu, Gobind or Balram.or our Panditjee. 

Dated:
January 3, 20001






Jai Mata Di.
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