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Dear Community Members – Wishing All A Happy and Prosperous 2004

Introduction 

We look forward to 2004 and believe that it will be another eventful year for our community.  We are hopeful that the acquisition of the property and the building of the larger community center in Hempstead will be completed this year.  Elections of the new members of the Board of Directors are also scheduled to take place later this year.  We are also enclosing new calendars that we just received from India.  We are also enclosing a form for members to fill out for Automatic deduction of AHA membership fee.

Mandir Renovation

We have completed the following renovation at the Bowne Street temple: (1) repaved the sidewalk and the driveway in front of the temple, (2) replaced most of the windows, (3) renovated the bathroom, (4) rebuilt the steps, and (5) put a new railing.  Members of our community have generously contributed on their own accord to fund this renovation and we thank them for their support.

New Property Update

Our efforts to acquire the new property in Hempstead, NY have been delayed due to the Court action that we have filed in the Nassau County Supreme Court to seek specific performance and damages by the Sellers.   First Spanish Baptist Church has filed a motion for summary judgment to dismiss our case, which is scheduled for a hearing on February 13, 2004.  Our attorneys have researched the relevant laws and are certain that we will prevail at the hearing and eventually be successful in enforcing the contract.   Should plaintiff’s motion for summary judgment be denied, the case will then proceed through discovery and hopefully will be heard in the merits in a few months.

On the fundraising front for the new temple, we continue to receive donations.  We have so far collected over $201,500.00 for the acquisition of new property.  In addition, several members have volunteered5 to provide interest-free loans to the association for the remaining amount required.  We remain thankful to all members who have contributed and remind others that our fund raising efforts have not stopped.  

Just as a reminder all contributions to AHA are fully tax deductible.  Also the 501(c) (3) letter and all other documents related to the Association are available for members to review.  Please contact one of the Board members if you are interested in reviewing any of our corporate documents.  Some of the documents are posted on our website at www.afghanhindu.com.  

Elections for New Board

The two-year term of the current Board will end in April this year.  The elections of the new members of Board will be held during the week of Navratre, from March 23, 2004 to March 28, 2004, with the results being announced during Vaisakhi on April 13, 2004.  We urge all members to take part in the elections, by nominating and voting for the candidates. The board requests full participation in the elections from members and all nominations must be submitted by March 15, 2004.  All dues paying members are permitted under our by-laws to nominate and vote for the members of the Board of Directors.  All members, once nominated, are also qualified to run in the elections for the Board of Directors.

Financial Assistance for AHA Community in India

The Afghan Hindu community in New Delhi, India has purchased 5000-meter land adjacent to the temple that they have recently built.  The adjacent land will be used for enlarging the community center and building a guesthouse and school.  Although, we are not obliged to support, the Board has decided to open a special fund for this purpose (“AHA-India Fund”).  The Board also decided not to contribute any money from any current AHA funds as those monies have been earmarked for other purposes.  All members are requested to willingly support their efforts with contributions.  Any amount, no matter how small, when converted to Rupees is significant and will be greatly appreciated. (i.e. $100, $500, $1,000 etc).  Please make checks payable to AHA but make a note on the check to indicate that the funds are for the “AHA-India Fund”.  The amount collected for the purpose will be sent to India around Vaisakhi with the names and amounts of the contributors.  The deadline is March 31, 2004.  

A few members from the United States have contributed about $10,000.00, as have several members from Holland, Germany, England and Russia.  However, they are still short by about Rs. 500,000.00 or about $10,000 and have made a special request to raise the necessary funds.

They have built a beautiful temple and hall in Faridabad.  The temple has become a very important institution for over 190 families that live around the temple.  The temple also provides rations for the families in need and provides an important anchor to those families in need left behind in India.  

Funds for Renovating the Asamai Temple in Kabul

We have also been informed that the Asamai temple in Kabul is in great need of repairs and several individuals who have returned and visited Kabul report that it is in dire need of renovation.  We have also started a fund for this purpose.  When sending checks for this fund, please make a note on the memo section. 

Annual Student Scholarship - 2004

Every year we give out a $1,000.00 scholarship to a student, who has (a) volunteered for the community, (b) is attending college full time, (c) has achieved at least 3.0 grade point average and (d) has submitted a brief statement and applied for the scholarship.  We urge all the college going members, who meet the requirement listed to please apply. Please send your applications to any of the board members.  The deadline is October 31, 2004. 

Financial Update (as of December 31, 2003)

Following are the funds we currently have in our accounts:

Signature Bank Regular checking:

$  33,000.00

Signature Bank CD



$302,000.00

Chase Bank Regular Checking


$  65,000.00

Outstanding Loans



$  20,000.00

Down payment on the property


$  30,000.00

Total:





$450,000.00

Weddings, Engagements

· Congratulations to Bhasin and Chopra family on the engagement of Sudhir Bhasin with Rubina Chopra.

· Congratulations to Arenja family for the wedding of their daughter Shirin to Sanjeev Vinayak.

· Congratulations to Wadhwa family on the engagement of their son Ranjan with to Rosie. 

New Born

· Congratulations to Manish, Sona, Dhar and Dutt family on the birth their daughter Anushka.

· Congratulations to Rekha, Shiva and Katyal family on the birth of their daughter Mansha.

Our Condolences

· Our condolences to Dyal Singh & Shanti Vohra and Vohra, Kapoor, Katyal, Talwar, and Khanna families for the demise of Shrimati Palo Vohra.

· Our condolences to the Pawa Family for the demise of Shrimati Sita Pawa in New York.  

· Our condolences to Parvesh & Oma Mehra and Vohra and Kapoor families on the demise of Shri Amar Lal Mehra, in Germany

· Our condolences to Bhasin, Chandhiok and Sahni families on the demise of Shrimati Devki Chandhiok in New Delhi. 

Thoughts of the Day

‘Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without forgetting’.

Elizabeth Bibesco

‘The impossible is often the untried’.










  Jim Goodwin

Jai Mata Di
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