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Earthquake Assistance
Our community collected over $8000 for the earthquake victims in India.  We thank all those who contributed.  We had a very long and productive meeting with Consul General Shashi Tripathi, on visas to India, who we met to give the check for the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.  

Indian Visa Concerns 
During our meeting with her, we discussed, among other things the visa for visiting India for Hindus and Sikhs from Afghanistan.  

She stated that Afghan born U.S. citizens are given a visa immediately.  She also stated that U.S. Permanent residents with valid green cards are also given visa immediately, as long as they disclose in their applications that they have green cards and include copies of all their previous travel documents or passports that they have used to travel to India, along with a copy of their green card.  She stated that if there is a problem for any Green card holder in getting the visa, that they should contact our Association, who should then write on their behalf.  

As for those holding asylum status and seeking refugee, she stated that unfortunately, she did not have any discretion in expediting their visa.  The consulate must follow the same procedure of sending the application to India for approval.  However, she stated that they should get the Association to submit a letter on their behalf and that the Consulate will attempt to expedite the process by which the asylum holders are granted a visa.

Temple Property

As some of you may be aware, we were attempting to purchase the property next door to our temple.  Unfortunately, some one else approached the seller before us.  We are therefore left with no option but to sell our current location and move to a larger location as we all know that this place is too small for us.  We are exploring several options and will keep you apprized of new developments.   

Recent News from Afghanistan affecting Hindus and Sikhs living there.  

As you are probably aware, the Taliban who control most of Afghanistan have recently passed a decree or “Fatwa” requiring that Hindus wear a yellow piece of cloth, hang a yellow flag outside their homes, Hindu wear a yellow veil at all times.  The decree also bans Hindus from constructing new temples.

Most governments, including United States, Pakistan, Iran, etc. have criticized Afghanistan for this decree and have asked them to rescind it.  We have also participated in a press conference and a rally in front of the United States to register our protest to this decree.  

On Thursday, we joined a press conference organized by Jewish Community Relations Center where we spoke and joined other including, Senator Charles Schumer, Congressman Engle, Congressman Nadler, Congressman Ackerman and various candidates for Mayor including Alan Hevessi, Carl McCall, Fernando Ferrer, in opposition to the discriminatory policies of the Taliban against Hindus and Sikhs.

On Friday, June 1 we participated in a rally where we were joined by various other temples and Indian organizations in front of the United Nations to protest against the Taliban decree.  Several of our members were interviewed by both the mainstream and ethnic media.  We thank all who came to speak out and spend their valuable time.  We also wore yellow arm bands symbolizing what Hindus and Sikhs  in Afghanistan have to go through.

Hindi, Religion and Music Classes

We want to congratulate all the following kids of Asamai school, who performed at the Holi and Vaisakhi functions: Jyoti Sharma, Akash Sharma, Pria Sharma, Vicki Sharma, Christopher Chabra, Christina Chabra, Samuel Kakkar, Sweetina Kakkar, Sidharth Kakkar, Keton Kakkar, Jason Gurdita, Monica Gurdita, Chandini Chandihok and, Roshni Chandihok.  We specially thank Sabina Bhasin for her outstanding service to the community’s children and for volunteering her valuable time during the past six months.  We also welcome and thank Chandini Sahni for volunteering to replace Sabina and look forward to other young members contributing their time, energy and talents to the temple

The Asamai school has been very successful.  We started keyboard and guitar lessons for young children.  We always have room for new kids.  Please contact Pinki Kakkar at Kakkarb@aol.com should you wish to join.

Picnic

As usual we will have a picnic this year as well.  We have been fairly successful during the last few functions in requesting that members volunteer and bring various dishes.  We tend to enjoy the food and are able to redirect the Association’s valuable resources towards more worthy causes.  We want to suggest the same for the picnic.  We will have beverages and charcoal and grills and paper goods.  We suggest that members prepare and bring various dishes.  

Condolences

Our deepest condolences to:

1.   Mr. and Mrs. Armon Singh Vovra on the passing away of Emy’s father.

2.   Mukand Khanna and Khanna family on the death of their grand mother.

3.   Rakesh Anand and Azad Anand and Anand family on the death of Kewal Prakash Anand

4.   Dr. & Mrs. Chela Bathija, Washdev Bathija  and Bathija family, Mrs. and Mr. Sham Lal Sachdeva on the                    passing away of Dr. Chela’s sister Indra Kalra.

5.  Inder Gurdata, Daulat Gurdita, Kailash Gurdita and Gurdita family on the death of their cousin in Canada

6.  Mrs. Indra Kapoor and Kapoor family of Washington D.C., on the passing away of her brother Dr. Bihari Lal             Mehra in Delhi;

7.  Roop Chand Sundri and Sundri family on the passing away of his mother.

Weddings: Congratulations ‑ to the couples and their families
Ajay Tschand  and Rachna Arora


Anil Kharbanda and Lehar Chandihok

Chetali Kaur and Surbir Singh


Navin Mehra and Shilpa Wadwa 

Rajesh and Anita Suchdeve



Sandeep Vowra and Sorika

Santram Katyal and Babita Vowra


Sena Lund and Ruchika Chadda

Rajesh Bhasin and Bhasin family




Congratulations to the following families for:
 
Purnima and Rajesh Kapoor on the birth of their son;

 
Ved and Geeta Kochar on the birth of their twin sons;

 
Santram and Mamta Kochar on the birth of their daughter;

 
Mr. and Mrs. Kishori Bathija on the birth of their daughter Kimberly; 

 
Satinder (Kaka) and Kanchan Lund on the birth of their daughter;

 
Jai Kochar and Neha Kumar on their engagement;

 
Aarti Kapoor of Virginia for graduating from medical school.  She will be starting her residency at Maimonides Hospital in Brooklyn, New York;

 
Vandana Kapoor of Virginia graduated from York University, Toronto Canada, with a Bachelors in English Literature.  She will become summer camp supervisor at  Congressional School, Virginia, one of the best Private schools' in the area;

 
Sheekha Kapoor graduated from Maryland University, Baltimore, Maryland, with a Bachelors in Business and Finance.  She will be joining J P Morgan in Delaware;

 
Rosina Khanna of Maryland for starting pharmacy school;

 
The kids in Germantown, Maryland, all of whom have graduated with honors;

 
Anil Khanna for finishing first year in law school at St. Johns second in his class;

 
Shan Shikarpuri for his reappointment by Governer Jeb Bush and reconfirmation by the Florida Senate as councilman and representative of Pinellas County for Regional Planning of several counties.

Miscellaneous

On behalf of our members, we request that upon a death of family member, that we pay  respects to the decedent and the grieving family at the Choutha that is generally held at the temple or gurudwara, instead of visiting the family.

Thought of the day
Trust yourself, you know more than you think you do.  
Benjamin Spock, M.D.
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