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Dear Community Members – A 
Happy Dipawali To All

Finally the short summer is over and winter seems to setting its footprints without much of the scenic fall this year.  With an excellent summer picnic and various successful functions at the Asamai Temple (Krishna Janmashtmi and Navratri Utsav) we had a very busy social year.  A lot however remains to be done before the year end..  The festival of lights ‘Dipawali’ is coming up and we wish all our members a very successful and prosperous year.  Our annual Diwali Party will be held on November 8, 2003.   Please stay tuned for more details.  

Diwali Party 2003
The festival of lights ‘Dipawali’ is on October 25, 2003.  We wish all our members and their families a prosperous and happy Dipawali and new year.  To celebrate this occasion together, Association’s annual Diwali Party will be held on Saturday, November 8, 2003, 8:00 PM onwards at ‘The Sterling at Bethpage’, 345 Hicksville Road (Route 107), Bethpage, NY, Phone: (516) 931-7600.  

Like last year we have planned two different halls for adults and youth.  Live performance by Habib Sharif and his orchestra will be performing in one hall, while a DJ will rock the other hall to entertain our younger members through out the night.  Come one come all for good entertainment, food and gift raffles.  

Tickets are available for sale.  Please contact any of the board members for tickets.  

- For Adults (age: 18+)
- $ 40.00

- For Youth (12 to 18) 
- $ 25.00

- Under 12


- No Charge

(P.S. – All Tickets will be $10.0 extra at the gate)

New Property Update

Unfortunately our effort to acquire the new property in Hempstead, NY is facing unexpected difficulties.  Due to a higher second offer, the sellers are having second thoughts and did not appear for closing to transfer the property to our association at the time and place outlined in the contract.  As we believe that the seller does not have a strong case because of its prior contract with us, the board of directors has decided to take this matter to court.  We have filed an action in Nassau County Supreme Court to seek specific performance by the Sellers as well as damages.  Defendants have filed an answer and we are waiting for a hearing before the Court.  We will keep you apprised of any new developments.

Although our property acquisition effort is facing a temporary hiccup, our fund raising efforts have not stopped.  We are thankful to our members and proud of our community for their continued support.  However, we haven’t reached our goal and we request those of you who haven’t mailed their contributions to do so.  So far we have collected over $201,500.00 for the acquisition of new property.   (Just as a reminder all contributions to AHA are fully tax deductible, and we will post our 501(c) (3) letter on the website for you to download for your tax purposes).  

All the Association documents are available for members to review.  Please contact one of the Board members if you are interested in reviewing any documents.  

New Website

We are pleased to announce the formal launch of our new website and we urge our members to visit www.afghanhindu.com.  The website is still evolving and intends to contain a wealth of information.   We want to thank and commend Amit Khanna, s/o Shiv and Babi Khanna and Salil Mehra for taking the time and effort to do a remarkable job.  Both Salil and Amit have collaborated and dedicated tremendous amounts of their time in putting the site together and we hope you find it useful. 

We are in the process of adding a lot more information to the website.  We are looking for historical factual documented information pertaining to Afghan Hindu’s.  If you have access to such documents (legal documents, photographs etc) please forward a copy to us so we can make our information more effective.  The web site is intended to contain, among other things, a history of Afghan Hindus, all our AHA corporate documents, up to date information on community events, births weddings, etc., a list of our members, interesting afghan and Indian music, a chat room, pictures from various functions, etc.  Please visit the website and give us your comments.  You may also update your contact information on the website.  

Annual Student Scholarship

Every year we give out a $1,000.00 scholarship to a student, who has (a) volunteered for the community, (b) is attending college full time, (c) has achieved a 3.0 grade point average and (d) has submitted a brief statement and applied for the scholarship.  We urge all the college going kids, who meet the requirement listed to please apply. Please send your applications to any of the board members.  The deadline is October 31, 2003. 

Weddings, Engagements

Congratulations to Bhatija family on the wedding of Rajesh and Sakshi.

Congratulations to Mehra family on the wedding of Lavina Mehra.

Congratulations to Gawri family on the wedding of Subhash Mehra.

Congratulations to Kapoor family on the wedding of Aarti Kapoor.


New Born
Congratulations to Neeraj, Sandiya & Kochar family on the birth their daughter Sakshi. 

Congratulations to Anil and Savera Mehra and family on the birth of their son Sean.  

Congratulations to Arun, Shital and Dass family on the birth of their daughter Amelie. 

Congratulations to Vijay, Savina and Katyal family on the birth of their son Ariaman.

Our Condolences

Our condolences to the Katyal Family for the demise of Mr. Sada Nand Katyal in New York and the death of Saroj Devi Kapoor in New Delhi.

Our condolences to Bihari Lal Chandihok & Family for the death of Kanshi Ram Chandihok in New Delhi

Our condolences to Jamna Das Kapoor & Family for the death of his grandson Kartar Singh in Ghazni

Our condolences to Suri Family for the death of Thaku Daas Suri in New Delhi

Our condolences to Kapoor Family for the death of Mushki Chand Kapoor in France.

Financial Update (as of September 30, 2003)
Following are the funds we currently have in our accounts:

Signature Bank Regular checking:

$  33,000.00

Signature Bank CD



$300,000.00

Chase Bank Regular Checking

$  65,000.00

Outstanding Loans



$  20,000.00

Down payment on the property

$  30,000.00

Total:




$448,000.00

Thought of the Day

‘It is better to fail in originality than to succeed in imitation’.

Herman Melville

Thank you,

The Board

Afghan Hindu Association

Flushing, NY
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