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Dear Members:

Navratre:
Navratre start on Thursday, September 28, 2000.  Puja on September 28, 2000 and every day of Navratre will take place at 8:00 a.m., followed by Arti and Durga Sapta Sati prayers.  During the evenings, bhajans last from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., followed by Arti at 8:00 p.m..  A Jagran will be held on Saturday, September 30, 2000, which will start at 9:00 p.m. and last all night.  Saptmi is on Wednesday, October 4, 2000, and Hoven will start at 5:00 p.m.  Ashtmi will be on Thursday, October 5, 2000.

Karva Chouth:
Karva Chouth Vrat (fasting) Puja will be held in the Mandir, 2:00 p.m. onwards on Monday, October 16, 2000.

Hindi and Religion School:
We have started Hindi and Religion classes on Sundays from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. at the Asamai Temple, that will be taught by a Hindi teacher we have hired.  Please call Pundit Sharma at 718 961 8838 if you are interested in registering for the classes.  The classes will take place every Sunday from September to May, coinciding with the school year.  Deadline for registration for this year is September 30, 2000.

Contributions for Building Fund:
We thank the following for contributions towards the building fund:

1. 
Naresh Kakar for donating $1,100.00

2. Som Kakar for donating $250

3. Kakar family for donating $501

4. Dev Raj Kapoor for donating $300

Building Design and Fundraising

We briefly discussed our plans to build a larger building in the current location in our last newsletter.  We have met with architects Misra and Associates, P.C., who are the architects of Hindu Center.  However, the estimate printed in the last newsletter has been revised upwards if we are to utilize the whole area of our lot.  The architects advise us that we can go under ground by 12 to 15 feet and build the whole area of about 4,500 square feet, in addition to 4,500 square feet above ground.  However, the estimated cost of construction is about $1.5 million Dollars.  We will have to do the construction in several phases if we are to proceed on these plans.  Your input is very important and we would be glad to hear from you.  We realize that this plan is a little grand for our small community; however, if we plan ahead by 5 to 7 years, it is a possibility.  We urge all of you not to wait for us to call you for donations and that you send us your donations for the building fund from your charity budget on a regular basis.  
Mela

We had our Picnic on August 27, 2000 at Grant park.  We had a nice turnout and it was a beautiful day.  We hope every one enjoyed it.
Condolences To:
Our condolences go to the following members on the death in their families:

Ganshyam, Som, Raj, Naveen and Papu and Parvesh and Oma Mehra on the passing away of Mr. and Mrs. Kanshi Ram Kakkar.

Harbanse Vovra and Armon Vovra on the death of their uncle in India, Pars Ram Kakkar.

Chuni Lal, Lilly, Radhu and Chandu Bathija and Bindal, Parkash and Chugh families on the passing away of Ramesh Chugh

Harbanse Kochar and Mrs. Salochna Kochar on the passing away of Vishwa Nath Punyani.

Naresh Kumar and Kumar family on the passing away of Naresh’s father.

Jetha Nand Chabra and Chabra family on the death of his uncle in India.

Parkash Popat and Popat family on the death of his uncle in Germany.

Chander Isherzaiy and Ashok Isherzaiy and Naveen Shikarpuri on the death of their relatives in an accident in Germany.

Congrulations to:

Sita and Kiran Bathija on the birth of their daughter Shivani.

Kashi and Reshma Sachdeva on the birth of their son Arman;

Radhe Shyam and Shivani Khanna on the birth of their daughter Shagun;

Suresh Sachdeva and Sachdeva family on the birth of Suresh’s son;

Roop Chand Sundri and Sundri family on the birth of his grandson;

E-mail:
Please e-mail your e-mail address or anyone you know, who is not on the list, to Kakkarb@aol.com if you want to be informed of the happenings.

Thought of the day:

“The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you.”  B.B. King

September 15, 2000
Jai Mata Di.
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